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Partnership working in the arts
In Leicestershire, Leicester & Rutland

Considerable efficiencies are being achieved through partnership working
in the arts by local authorities in Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland.
Rather than a single authority commissioning or ensuring a service, these
partnerships are providing:

Better value for money
A specialist professional service
External funding to develop the service

All of the projects featured are core funded by a combination of all the local
authorities listed at the back of this leaflet as well as levering the external
funding mentioned.



Centre Stage

What it achieves:
A minimum of 130 professional live performances in village & community
venues across Leicestershire & Rutland every year programmed and promoted
by volunteers.

In 2008/2009:
•
•
•
•

147 performances were watched by an audience of 9,400
710 volunteers were involved
£8,156 came back into the scheme from profit made on the box office
80% of audiences travelled less than 10 miles to see high quality
professional performances

External funding levered:
£45,000 annually from Arts Council England

What do service users think?
“Can’t believe our village has access to this resource.
Performances always exceptionally good & worth attending.”
Comment on audience survey form.

“The Centre Stage scheme has provided the opportunity to socialise together,
which spans all age ranges and interest groups within the community. This in
turn has helped to foster a feeling of responsibility within the community with
each of us becoming a real stakeholder in our village.”
Promoter based in Redmile

More information:
Emily Horwood, Arts & Creative Industries Officer
0116 305 4115 emily.horwood@leics.gov.uk
www.leics.gov.uk/centrestage
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In 2008/2009 the programme:
•
•
•
•
•

Provided one-to-one business advice to over 80 businesses
Gave out funding of £37,000 to develop 23 businesses
Provided informal training & networking events to a total of 873 attendees
Sent out information to a mailing list of over 1700 businesses per month
Ran 3 online & printed directories featuring over 500 businesses:
www.artslinknetwork.org.uk
www.madeinleicestershire.org.uk
www.leicestershirecreatives.org.uk

Creative Leicestershire

What it achieves:
Creative Leicestershire supports and develops small arts, design and media
businesses ranging from graphic designers to dancers.

External funding levered: Over 3 years (2008-11):
£146,000 from Arts Council England
£160,000 from east midlands development agency
£40,000 from the Cultural Leadership programme

What do service users think?:
“I have been receiving your ebulletins for the past year or so and think they
are fantastic. I have made some great contacts and got some freelance work
as a result.”
Musician/record label, Coalville

“First of all can I say how great it was to meet Fred [Business Adviser] this
morning. I really did feel he was interested in my business, understood where
I was coming from and what I needed.”
Artist agent, Leicester

More information:
Clare Hudson, Creative Industries Manager
0116 305 4117 clare.hudson@leics.gov.uk
www.creativeleicestershire.org.uk
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Dance Development

What it achieves:
The Dance Development Officer works across the subregion to create an
environment where dance opportunities can thrive. She has been developing
programmes across four main areas: young people; people with disabilities;
older adults and support for local dance practitioners.

External funding levered: Over 3 years (2008-11):
£86,000 From Arts Council England
£15,000 from Lankelly Chase Foundation
£25,400 from Youth Dance England
£30,000 from Leicester YMCA

What do service users think?
“Ruth has had a really positive impact since she came into post...
She has really helped me and many others develop as artists and
practitioners, helping to ensure there is a healthy future for dance
in Leicestershire.”
Anand Bhatt, Dance Producer

More information:
Ruth Bates, Dance Development Officer
rbates@leicesterymca.co.uk
www.leics.gov.uk/dancedevelopment

In 2008/2009 the programme:
•
•
•

•

•

Gave advice, guidance and supported over 70 dance artists.
Funded and supported seven professional development workshops
Devised and delivered ‘Small Bodies - Big Voices’ an Early Years Dance
initiative working with 128 pre-school aged children, 25 Early Years
Education specialists and 40 parents.
Delivered a Youth Dance performance platform in 2009 for over 400 young
people with partners
Advised and supported the Active Together physical activity programme
co-ordinators to develop a dance programme for the district and boroughs.
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Centre Screen

What it achieves:
Film screenings take place in village & community venues across Leicestershire
& Rutland. These are programmed and promoted by volunteers within the local
community with support from Centre Screen. Centre Screen help volunteers to
select an appropriate film & market it.

External funding levered:
£28,000 from EM Media

What do service users think?
"People see it as a real social occasion and a chance to meet their
friends, as well as see the films; It’s a different experience if they go to
a mainstream cinema and it's not always easy for older people to get
to the big cinemas.”
Terry Stirling, Quorn Village Hall

“The service has never once let us down and the advice on the choice of
films has been excellent.” “We now have a core of regular film buffs who
thoroughly enjoy an evening with their friends watching films in their local
village hall.”
Diana Thompson, Blaby Social Centre

More information:
Emily Horwood, Arts & Creative Industries Officer
0116 305 4115 emily.horwood@leics.gov.uk
www.leics.gov.uk/centrescreen

In 2008/2009 Centre Screen:
•
•
•
•

Offered the first year-round rural cinema service for the sub-region
Held 151 screenings
Worked with 60 groups of voluntary promoters
Attracted a total audience of 10,675





Find Your Talent

What it achieves:
Find Your Talent is working to enable all children and young people across
Leicester and Leicestershire to become informed consumers,
critics, creators and commissioners of arts, creativity and culture.

External funding levered:
£2.4m over 3 years (2008-11) from Department for Culture, Media and Sport;
The Department for Children, Schools and Families; Arts Council England;
Museums Libraries and Archives Council

What do service users think?
“Becoming involved with Find Your Talent is one of the best things I've ever
done… I've learnt new perspectives of culture and got to experience new
things. The whole process has been absolutely amazing.”
Young Person’s Sub-Group Participant

“Without this scheme I feel I would never have found the confidence and
knowledge to enter into a career in the arts.”
Laura Cornwell, Mentee

More information:
John Levison, Programme Support Officer
0116 305 5585 talent@leics.gov.uk
www.leics.gov.uk/talent or www.findyourtalent.org

This is being achieved through:
•

•

•

•

Empowering children and young people to fulfill one or more of these roles
through providing support, information and guidance
Supporting organisations (including schools, creative practitioners, local,
regional and national bodies) to change the way they work with young people.
Supporting wider promotion of existing high quality arts, creativity and culture
opportunities available to children and young people.
Supporting children and young people to develop local partnerships
to commission a range of high quality opportunities in their local area
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